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Mission: 

To create equal 
opportunities, through 
awareness and access to 
all kind of facilities to 
realise that all persons 
can participate in a 
barrier free society. 
 

Vision: 
People must function in 
full dignity and 
independently and with 
respect in the community. 
 
We can only do this from 
'own experience and 
knowledge and the 
expertise of our members. 

If someone wants to 
receive these newsletters 
directly by email, please 
send us an email with the 
subject “Newsletter”.  
 
You are allowed to copy the 
newsletter as many times 
you want. 
 
The OPD is not only for 
people who are in need of 
a wheelchair. We advise 
also on accessibility and 
other issues regarding all 
kind of disabilities. 

In this number: 

 Plastic wheelchair 
 Parking problems 
 Social Welfare 
 Maintenance wheelchairs 
 Social grants 

The Plastic garden wheelchair. 
In the Newspaper we found a picture and an article about a 
donation of a plastic garden wheelchair. The Department of 
Correctional Services handed out such a wheelchair to a child.  
 
We were very upset and we did some research. We found that 
child in the location and we very shocked. A child what can’t walk 
sitting the whole day in a wheelchair in front of the TV. We 
looked at the wheelchair and saw that it really is a normal 
plastic garden chair with two bicycle wheels at the back and two 
little wheels in the front. No cushions and no support for the 
body.  
No, nobody can say this is really an appropriate wheelchair. Not 
for an adult and not for a child.  
 

We wrote a letter to 
the local office of 
Correctional Service 
and they answered 
immediately. They 
explained that the 
National Department 
send them two plastic 
wheelchairs what they 
had to hand over to 
people with a 
disability because of 
Mandela day. We did 
more research and 
found out that at 

least there are 5000 of this kind of wheelchairs in this country.  
 
This is scaring if you know why people need a wheelchair and 
what the demands are of wheelchairs. Many people are thinking 
we are difficult because a wheelchair is a wheelchair. You must 
be grateful and say thank you for a wheelchair what is donated.  
 
“Better A wheelchair, than NO wheelchair.” But the people who 
are saying this don’t know what the damage can be if you are 
using the wrong wheelchair. It is very important that the 
wheelchair is adept to the person and not the person adapt to 
the wheelchair. Wheelchairs like this is giving many, many other 
problems to the person than any good.  



We are looking for help for: 
 Visit people at home, 
 Get people to the clinics/

hospital, 
 To do admin work, 
 Money to get so the 

organisation get going on, 
 Maintain wheelchairs etc.. 
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Banking Details: 
Bank:   NedBank 
Account number: 1053989288 
Account type:  Current 
Swift:   NEDSZAJJ 
Branch:  Jeffrey’s Bay 
Branch code:  177205 
Name account: Organisation for and from 

People with Disabilities 
South Africa 

 

This is your place for an advert. 
Design costs are not included. 

Rates for one time: 
50x90mm R100 
75x90mm R150 

 
For more information: 
Phone: 0761452681 

Email: info@opd-sa.co.za 
 
 

 
We had reactions from CE-Mobility and 
QASA. 
 

Reaction of Ce Mobility: 
I highly commend the approach that OPD-SA is 
taking in their approach to wheelchair donations, 
that was so clearly illustrated in your Newsletter 8. 
I agree that we need to make donors aware that the 
plastic garden wheelchairs are an ‘inappropriate’ 
choice, in terms of appropriate seating and provision 
in a developing country. This device is more likely to 
do harm than any good.  
 
If donors take the approach that ‘something is 
better than nothing’ then we will never make inroads 
to improve the quality of life of the wheelchair users 
who we provide services to.  
 
Well done! And keep up the good work.  
 
Regards 
Clare Hubbard 
Occupational Therapist (BScOT; MScOT)  
CE Mobility 
The Wheelchair and Seating Specialists 

 
Reaction of the QASA: 

Thank you for your email. 
QASA does not support this type of wheelchair for 
distribution for quadriplegics and paraplegics. 
There is potential for more harm than good when 
used for extended periods. They are unsafe and 
usually not used with a cushion, which then causes 
pressure sores. 
We support the letter from CE Mobility in Port 
Elizabeth. 

 
We emphasize that we are not against 
donations but this donation is really the 
limit. We know many organizations and 
private persons who are donating really good 
and nice and appropriate goods and this is 
too bad. And again we are asking people who 
wants to donate to make sure that it is 
appropriate. This in behalf of people in 
need. 

Parking problems. 
A few weeks ago we had a meeting with the 
managers of the Fountains Mall and the 
Human Right Commission about the huge 
problems around the parking places.  
 
For a long time the OPD is busy with a 
campaign and is taken pictures of cars what 
are abusing the parking places and putting 
yellow cards on the screens.  
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Websites: 
The OPD-SA has a website. On this website you 
can find all kind of information.  
Please have a look there: www.opd-sa.co.za 
You can find us also on Facebook. 

Social Welfare. 
Social Welfare is very important and the 
gateway to a “normal” life. The moment a 
person who is coming at of hospital where 
they had amputate his/her leg has a 
traumatic experience.  
 
Many times the Hospital told this person 
what to day when he/her is at home, but 
being home they don’t know any more. Even 
the family around this person don’t know 
exactly what to do. At this moment it is so 
important that this family get social support 
from a professional.  
 
They need support to overcome this trauma, 
they need support about all kind of grants, 
they need support about when and why going 
to the clinic, about using a wheelchair and 
crutching, to adapt the house and 
surrounding, they need support in believing 
that they are not special people, to find a 
job. In many cases we see that this kind of 
support is missing.  
 
The OPD is doing what they can do, but still 
it will be much better if social welfare is 
given the moment the person is leaving the 
Hospital.  
Actually this support must already start in 
the Hospital, before the person is 
discharged.  
 
The moment the person is coming home 
social welfare in his surrounding must 
already have heard about this person and go 
to him to help the family and the person.  
 
Social Welfare, you can’t give it from 
behind your desk.  

The yellow cards is making people aware of 
the fact that they are using the parking 
place without a valid disc. This campaign is 
becoming a little success. But we want more 
and were asking the Fountain Mall for 
already a long time for help, but until now 
they didn’t want.  
At the meeting they promised to change the 
structure of the parking area and to 
enforce the misuse of the parking bays.  
 
But what a shock was I this week. At the 
parking area there was a kind of rally and 
ques what.  
They closed down some disabled parking 
bases and didn’t make temporary ones. So 
people with a disability could park their cars 
in the special bases. Even the entrance at 
the FNB was closed for people with a 
disability. Can you believe this?  

 
The Fountains mall is now busy to extend 
the numbers of disabled parking places from 
12 to 24. 

http://www.opd-sa.co.za/
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Social Grants. 
From many elder- and disabled people we 
got a complaint about the Social Grants. 
Many of them get already from last year not 
the full amount they should get.  
 
A man of 83 years old get every month 
R800, -- instead of R1400,--. He was asking 
SASA for explanations but they can’t give it 
to him. He is renting a house for R800, -- a 
month so he don’t have money for other 
things. His friend is helping him and giving 
him money, so he got a debt of R 2500,--.  
 
We ask Social Development to investigate 
the matter but we still don’t know the 
reason. We are asking everybody who got a 
similar problem to let us know, so we can put 
that case also down at the Social 
Development. 

Maintenance WHEELCHAIRS. 
The OPD got eight second-hand wheelchairs. 
We are very happy with this donations. But 
unfortunately five of them don’t have front 
wheels.  
We maintenance this wheelchairs as far as 
we could, but don’t have any finances to buy 
front wheels.  
This all were wheelchairs coming from 
overseas and we can’t get them in SA. So 
please, is there anybody who can help us 
with founding us to buy the front wheels 
overseas?  
 
Our waiting list of people who needs a 
temporary wheelchair is 12 persons. So 
please help us with helping people who are in 
need and pays money in our bank account.  

This is your place for an advert. 
Design costs are not included. 

Rates for one time: 
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For more information: 
Phone: 0761452681 

Email: info@opd-sa.co.za 
 

This picture was made at Cape Town International 
Airport. Parking on this Special parking bay is not 
possible. The question is, is this a parking bay for a 
car or for luggage trolleys? Who knows can tell us. 


