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Mission: 
To create equal 
opportunities, through 
awareness and access to 
all kind of facilities to 
realise that all persons 
can participate in a 
barrier free society. 

 

Vision: 
People must function in 
full dignity and 
independently and with 
respect in the community. 
 
We can only do this from 
'own experience and 
knowledge and the 
expertise of our members. 

If someone wants to 
receive these newsletters 
directly by email, please 
send us an email with the 
subject “Newsletter”.  
 
You are allowed to copy the 
newsletter as many times 
you want. 
 
The OPD is not only for 
people who are in need of 
a wheelchair. We advise 
also on accessibility and 
other issues regarding all 
kind of disabilities. 

In this number: 

 

 Talk from the chair 

 Electrical wheelchairs 

 Sponsors and subsidy 

 Support groups 

 Maintain wheelchairs 

FROM THE CHAIR 

 

Time flies and we are already in March. Although we have been 

quiet on the home front, we have been very busy behind the 

scenes. We have been doing research on issues that affect our 

members, as well as talking to organisations to make them aware 

of the needs of people with disabilities.  

 

Even though I have been scarce, the other board members have 

been out and. about talking with our members, and identifying 

those in need and what kind of assistance we could offer. 

We are planning several workshops this year, the dates will be 

announced. The end of March the workshop will be about stroke. 

Stroke is a huge problem in the Kouga area, and it is important 

that we make more people aware of it and give you the right 

information to prevent you from a stroke or help you when you 

are affected, to change your lifestyle to live like everybody 

lives. 

 

We are happy to say that we 

received second hand 

wheelchairs, commodes and 

other aids from Ons Tuiste. We 

are busy with maintenance and 

will put them to use, as soon as 

possible. In this way we can help 

people while they await state help. The waiting list for 

wheelchairs is still a couple of years long. So, when you know a 

person who needs help, please let us know, so we can come and 

assess the need. 

 

We are starting a project with On Eagle Wings to try to make 

RDP houses more comfortable and accessible for people with 

disabilities.  We find it shocking that many people with 

limitations can’t function with dignity and independence in their 
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We are looking for help for: 

• Visit people at home, 

• Get people to the clinics/

hospital, 

• To do admin work, 

• Money to get so the 

organisation get going on, 

• Maintain wheelchairs etc. 
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own house. We have raised this concern at a 

National level, to receive more attention and 

create awareness. Can you imagine, not 

being able to function in your own house? 

That a mom cannot cook in her kitchen 

anymore? That you can not use the toilet 

anymore without help, that you can’t even 

sleep in the bedroom because it is far too 

small for you. Can you imagine what that 

means? 

 

Again, I am saying and asking, when you 

experience a disability talk to the OPD, call 

us or go to our team going around in your 

area and speak to them. Only when you talk 

to us, we can assist you. 

 

WHEELCHAIR, ELECTRICAL 

POWERED 
Traveling around the province Eastern Cape 

you can see many things that require change 

and improvement, on behalf of persons who 

are experiencing a disability. 

 

I was struck by the awareness of something 

strange in the Kouga area. When travelling 

around in PE or other places in the Sara 

Baartman area, you see a huge difference. 

In Jeffreys bay area you dont see an 

electrical powered wheelchairs.. A few in old 

age homes, yes, but not in the street, not in 

the Mall, not in public places at all. WHY 

 

 

not? Does the state not give people 

electrical powered wheelchairs in this area 

and why? We are waiting on answers to this. 

If you know a person in an electrical 

powered wheelchair in the Kouga area, 

please let us know, even if they have a 

wheelchair that is not working any more. 

 

We have asked around, also at the clinic, 

and the answer was; “Oh, no. Not here. Do 

you know what the price of such a 

wheelchair is? We do not have enough 

money for that type of wheelchair. For one 

electrical wheelchair, we can by 15 normal 

wheelchairs and help 15 persons instead of 

1. We must be glad that they can get a 

normal wheelchair and believe me, there are 

enough persons who want to push that poor 

lady or man. No, we can not give them such 
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heard from any organisation, for people with 

a disability, that they got 2 mil Rand subsidy 

from Social Development. So, somewhere 

along the line, we have been given 

misinformation. We must establish the 

truth. Every organisation has the right to 

know this. Social Development must be 

transparent, this is our tax money.  

 

The OPD is very fortunate to get money 

from the Amandla Trust. We received a 

grant from them previously and have been 

awarded the grant again. This money will 

help assist people with wheelchairs in 

Humansdorp, Hankey, Patensie, Loerie etc. 

It will also help facilitate workshops in these 

areas. For this we are most grateful. Last 

year we helped many people with 

maintenance of their wheelchairs, walking 

frames, crutches, commodes etc. this 

enabled these people to regain their dignity 

and independence. And that makes us more 

than happy.  

 

There are local businesses that assist in 

various ways; e.g. hosting the events for 

free, catering for the workshops etc. In this 

way, many people are working together to 

assist in informing people about their rights, 

about disease prevention and many other 

important matters. 

 

I believe that, with collaboration, we can 

tackle all kind of problems. Standing 

wheelchairs.” 

 

Can you believe this? An electrical powered 

wheelchair can make a huge difference for a 

person. It makes the person independent, 

they can go on their own and do not have to 

wait for someone who can and will push 

them. Immediately I asked myself, is there 

nobody suffering from Quadriplegic of 

Paraplegics? Do people, who cannot use their 

legs and/or arms, have no rights to live a 

“normal” life, like everybody else? Do they 

not go to the church, or visit friends or 

family? Do they not have the right to go on 

their own? Do they not have the right to be 

independent? 

 

For our research purposes, we request 

anybody with information on the users of 

electrical chairs in the Kouga area, to please 

let us know. 

 

SPONSORS AND SUBSIDY 
OPD applied for subsidy at the Social 

Development, unfortunately, we were 

unsuccessful. The board of the OPD is 

querying this decision. There must be a 

better reason than; “There is not enough 

money.” The whole Eastern Cape Province 

Social Development is giving 8 mil Rand to 

organisations for people with a disability.  

 

Last year they gave this amount to 4 

organisations, we were informed. I haven’t 

The OPD-SA is willing to held a workshop at 

your place, please contact us.  

The subjects can be for instance: 

Accessibility, Diabetes, Wheelchairs, 

Awareness, Carer givers and stroke. 
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challenge. Please let us know if you are 

interested in helping the 

OPD and Eagle Wings to 

start such groups. 

 

The same example can be 

used for Diabetic persons. 

 

MANTANANCE WHEELCHAIRS 
The OPD has worked hard to maintain 

wheelchairs. The question, for many people 

is: Who can help you fix flat tyres, or 

broken parts on a wheel chair? Normally you 

must go to the clinic and ask them to help 

you. But the clinic can only help you, by 

sending your wheelchair to the Orthopaedic 

centre in PE and then you must wait a few 

weeks before getting the wheelchair back. 

And in the 

meantime, you do 

not have any 

transport. 

 

That is why the 

OPD started with 

wheelchair 

maintenance. So, 

phone us, or speak to our workers who are 

going around in the area and they will help 

you.  

 

We are currently looking for sponsorships, 

to rent a small building where we can do this 

maintenance, in the townships of Jeffreys 

bay. In the other areas, we will visit once a 

month, to help all the people who need 

maintenance assistance. If it is necessary, 

we can expand this service.  

 

For assistance please phone us or Pastor 

Daniel that we can assess in what way we can 

help you.  

  

together makes us a stronger force to 

achieve much more.  

 

One huge organisation for people with 

special needs, working for a common goal, 

how great that world would be? We can do 

it!! 

 

SUPPORT GROUPS 
Last year, I made numerous requests for 

members to form support groups.  

 

Unfortunately, we have not had any reaction 

to date. I am again asking you to help 

yourself and the OPD by forming such 

groups. 

 

Eg: a group for stroke patients and their 

families. The 

members within 

the group can 

share information 

and personal 

experiences.  

They can empower 

each other to find 

a way to solve the 

problems they 

experience and to 

access the 

correct source to 

come and speak 

with them or to 

assist them. It gives people the support to 

know that they are not alone in this 


