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Mission: 
To create equal 
opportunities, through 
awareness and access to 
all kind of facilities to 
realise that all persons 
can participate in a 
barrier free society. 
 

Vision: 
People must function in 
full dignity and 
independently and with 
respect in the community. 
 
We can only do this from 
'own experience and 
knowledge and the 
expertise of our members. 

If someone wants to 
receive these newsletters 
directly by email, please 
send us an email with the 
subject “Newsletter”.  
 
You are allowed to copy the 
newsletter as many times 
you want. 
 
The OPD is not only for 
people who are in need of 
a wheelchair. We advise 
also on accessibility and 
other issues regarding all 
kind of disabilities. 

In this number: 

 Donated scooter 
 Why doing people this? 
 A trip to Pretoria 
 Medical insurance 
 Blue Flag Jbay 

EVERYTHING YOU DO IS BASED ON THE CHOICE 
YOU MAKE.  

 

It is not your parents, your post relationship, your job, the 
economy, the weather, an argument or your age that is to 
blame. 
You and only you are responsible for every decision and 
choice you make. 

 
SCOOTMOBIEL DONATION FROM HOLLAND:  
 
A supplier of scootmobiels (Mobility and you) from Holland 
donated an electrical mobility scooter. This scootmobiel is 
specially made for people who are experiencing a disability and 
have no or bad mobility. After four 
months of waiting, the scootmobiel 
finally arrived. 
 
This scooter is for a lady with 
walking disabilities.  She has to use 
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We are looking for help for: 
 Visit people at home, 
 Get people to the clinics/

hospital, 
 To do admin work, 
 Money to get so the 

organisation get going on, 
 Maintain wheelchairs etc.. 
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This is your place for an advert. 
Design costs are not included. 

Rates for one time: 
50x90mm R100 
75x90mm R150 

 
For more information: 
Phone: 0761452681 

Email: info@opd-sa.co.za 

it for her every movement and errands. Eg: 
Shopping, going to the doctor, church, 
family and friends.  
 
“Mobility and you” donated the scoter, 
DBSchenkel paid for the shipping and 
donations paid for the batteries and other 
costs.  
 
Thanks to everybody who helped this lady, 
and made it possible for her to be more 

independent in her movements, allowing her 
to function in the community like everyone 
else can, without driving a car. 
 
The advantage of this make and model of 
sccotmobiel, is that it’s bigger with a better 
range of distance and speed, than most 
scootmobiels you can get in SA. The smaller 
SA models are really only designed for doing 
shopping in large Malls, not for bringing you 
from your house to wherever you need to 
go. Their speed is 8 km/h max. and can’t go 
further than 20 km on the battery.  Most 
of the scootmobiels overseas have a speed 
of 12-15 km/h and a distance of 40 km.  
This lady is living 7 km from the shops, and 
if she went to the shops she would not be 
able to visit her family or friends that day. 
It would take almost an hour to go to the 
shop and an hour to come back.  
With her new scootmobiel she can go where 
she wants to go and it won’t take a lot of 
time. She is delighted with and most 
grateful for this scootmobiel. 
 
It is a pity that in SA you can’t get 
scootmobiels that are useful for all kinds of 
persons.  Scootmobiels that can take you 
where you want to go, without losing the 
entire day. 
 
 
 
WHY ARE PEOPLE SO PRESUMPTUOUS? 
Four weeks ago I was, sitting in my 
wheelchair, doing shopping, in a Mall. 
Suddenly two men came to me and touched 
me. One of them laid his hand on my 
shoulder and the other hand on my hand. He 

kneeled in front of me and said; “May the 
Lord bless you. Can I pray for you?” 
 
I was so shocked, that I didn’t do anything, 
leaving the man to presume he could pray 
for me. I couldn’t even hear the prayer, 
because it was spoken so softly. He stood up 
and said: “I asked the Lord to make you 
better, so you can walk again.”  Then he 
turned and disappeared. Even my husband 
was taken aback. 
 
Why do people think they can be 
presumptuous and behave in this manner? 
Why aren’t they kneeling in front of walking 

people and praying 
for them? Is it 
because they think 
I am an invalid? Or 
a person to pity?  
 
Let me tell you 
this; “I am NOT.” I 
just can’t use my 
legs in the way 
other people can, 
nothing more. I am 
a normal person, 
just like anybody 



Page 3           NEWSLETTER OPD-SA                          NOVEMBER 2016 

Websites: 
The OPD-SA has a website. On this website you 
can find all kind of information.  
Please have a look there: www.opd-sa.co.za 
You can find us also on Facebook. 

else. Nobody has the right to invade your 
body space and touch you at will.  Think 
about that, the next time you see someone 
in a wheelchair. Treat me with the same 
respect and courtesy that I afford you.  
 
 
Always leave people better than you found 
them. Hug the hurt, listen to them, give 
them attention, love the lonely and help to 
take away their needs. 
 
 
A TRIP TO PRETORIA 
 
Some weeks ago drove to Pretoria. 
Everything went well, until I had to go to 
the bathroom.   
 
We stopped at a petrol station to refuel and 
I went to the bathroom. There was a 
disability sign on the door of one of the 
toilets, but the door was locked. I asked the 
cleaning lady, to open for me. She replied 
that the door was broken, and suggested 
that I make use of the standard toilets.  
I was forced to use the standard toilet, but 

I could only do so, because my husband was 
helping me. I went to the manager to lodge a 
complaint, only to be told, that the disabled 
toilet, is only for people in wheelchairs.  
 
Of the 8 disabled toilets that I frequented 
on our road trip, only 2 where operational 
and hygienic. Don’t people, with a disability, 
travel and don’t they need a bathroom? Or 
do they just accept the state of the toilets 
they see? 
I don’t. Everybody else can go to a 

bathroom the moment they need it, so why 
not a person with a disability? 
 
It appears that most operators of these 
petrol stations and public toilets, remain 
ignorant to the meaning of the disabled 
sign, and require education in this respect. 
 
The sign is only saying that it is a room with 
special furniture and fittings, for people 
with disabilities, and should be kept in 
hygienic state. 
 
 
MEDICAL INSURANCE AND 
FOREIGNERS 
 
Foreigners residing in SA, who are paying 
for medical insurance/ aid, are being 
penalized, the moment you turn 50. A levy 
of 50% extra is added to the premium. This 
you have to pay for the rest of your life, 
without getting extra benefits, for the 
money you pay. Even though you can prove 
that you always have been insured in the 
country where you came from, you have to 
pay the 50% extra. Isn’t this 
discrimination?  
I can understand that people who never had 
insurance have to pay a type of penalty. As 
they didn’t do everything to make sure that 
they stay healthy as long as possible. They 
took a risk. But most of the foreigners have 
had insurance from the moment they were 
born and lived in a country where they did 
everything that is possible to keep you 
healthy.  
So, why must we pay 50% more than other 
people in this country? 
 
 
BLUE FLAG  
 
2016, and the Blue Flag is flying, in Jeffrey 
bay. And once again it is without grounds, 
that the main beach have the Blue Flag.  
As many people with disabilities in Jeffrey’s 
Bay know, the Main beach is not accessible. 
This is the most important criteria of the 

http://www.opd-sa.co.za/
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organisation, that award the Blue Flag. 
Every year the municipality has to fill in 
forms where they say that the Beach is 
accessible and the Blue Flag Organisation 
believe the municipality; even though the 
OPD handed in a report, wherein they prove 
that the Beach clearly is not accessible to 
all.  
 
Firstly; the furniture of the Beach is not 
conform to the ISO.( An international 
standard that the Organisation does 
demanding for the Blue Flag.) The 
municipality is fully aware of this.  
 
Secondly; the ramp, which is specially made 
for people with a disability, does not 
conform the Law (Buildings Regulation of 
SA) as well as the ISO. 
 
Thirdly; the toilet for disabled people does 
not conform to the SA law and the ISO. 
 

Fourthly; Beach Wheelchair. For years 
there was a beach wheelchair at the Main 
Beach. It is a special wheelchair, in which 
people could go to and into the sea. This 
wheelchair you can use for free. 
Unfortunately when we checked, the beach 

wheelchair was already broken. So at this 
moment there is no beach wheelchair 

available. 
 
The OPD went to the Human Right 
Commission, after they had no reaction to 
their complaints. The HRC came and did 
their own report and their conclusion was 
also, that the Main Beach of Jeffrey’s bay, 
is not accessible for all people with a 
disability. They gave the municipality some 
advice on how to change the Beach, so 
people with a disability can function 
independently.  
 

It is a pity, however that the municipality 
refuse to listen to the OPD and the Human 
Right Commission and are still discriminating 
people with a disability. 
 
Why doesn’t the municipality make a path 
from the ramp to the sea, so that all the 
people with a disability can go to the water, 
without discrimination? 

 

INCOME AND TAX 

ACCOUNTING 

 

Peter Bosman 

 

Cell:  084 280 2232 

Tel:   042 292 0132 

peter.bosman@telkomsa.net 


